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the supremacy of the Castle. Only once had Parliament
broken away, when the prospect of a Regency made the
politicians who looked to the Castle for their salaries think
it was time to make their accommodations with the pro-
spective masters of patronage and sinecures. That escapade
had been followed by the creation of sixteen new offices, and
the constant and varied accumulation of new methods of
corruption had enormously strengthened the Government's
grasp of Parliament. That grasp was not weakened by
conceding the Catholic vote, and the Government took care
to give to their reforms nothing of the healing influence of
a conciliatory temper which might have developed Irish
patriotism. If their policy had been based on anything
but a calculation of the best way to group and disperse their
friends and enemies, they would not have kept in office the
bitter opponents of the policy they had initiated. As it
was, the moral value to Ireland of these reforms was very
largely destroyed by the conduct of the Irish Ministers. In
the King's speech there were smiling and cordial phrases of
goodwill for the Catholics; in the mouth of Fitzgibbon,
the chief agent of the policies and the conceptions of the
Castle, there was nothing but the language of insolent
and implacable malice. The English Government were
giving the Catholics large and substantial concessions with
one hand; with the other they kept in office as their
Minister a politician who made it his deliberate object first
of all to provoke a spirit hostile to all concessions, and
secondly to poison all the charity and grace of the conces-
sions, when they were made, by his own malignant invective,
During 1792 Fitzgibbon exerted all his energies to secure
public petitions and resolutions from grand juries against
Catholic relief; newspapers were paid to circulate calumnies
on the Catholics, and in the words of Richard Burke " Every
man nearly in proportion to his connection with or depend-
ence upon the Castle (and few of any other sort) expressed
the most bitter, I may say, bloody animosities against the
Catholics." The same Government that gave the Catholics